[Surgical therapy of malignant pleural mesothelioma].
Malignant pleural mesothelioma (MPM) is a rare and aggressive tumor disease, which rapidly leads to death if untreated. In Germany the incidence of newly occurring disease is expected to reach a peak in the coming 5 years. An R0 resection for MPM is technically impossible; therefore, the aim of surgical procedures is to achieve the maximum amount of cytoreduction. There are two established surgical techniques for treatment of MPM, extrapleural pneumonectomy and tumor pleurectomy with decortication. The type and extent of surgery are currently controversially discussed. Within multimodal therapy concepts including cytoreductive surgery, long-term remission is possible in selected patients. When choosing the appropriate surgical therapy the high incidence of recurrence has to be borne in mind.